GERMANY'S RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA, 1908-1911    265
health and entered the diplomatic service. Slim and rather
small of stature, with a nervous and abrupt manner, he
always gave an impression of being frail in body and change-
able in mind. In June, 1904, he became Counsellor to the
Embassy in London, where he remained three years and
acquired a friendly attitude toward England. In 1907, he
was transferred to the Vatican, a pleasant but unimportant
post which he filled for two years. In June, 1909, he re-
turned to St. Petersburg as Assistant Minister of Foreign
Affairs under Izvolski. His selection to succeed Izvolski in
1910 was, therefore, not unnatural. His appointment was
recommended by Izvolski, who thought there was no one
else better fitted for the office.
In Russian domestic politics, Sazonov was conservative,
solidly in favor of the retention of old Russian institutions
and little in sympathy with the constitutional movement
brought about by the Russo-Japanese War. In foreign pol-
itics, he was an ardent patriot. His lips trembled with
emotion as he once remarked that he could not survive a
second defeat such as Russia had suffered in her unfortunate
war with Japan.74 The German Ambassador at St. Peters-
burg described him as "filled with glowing patriotism bor-
dering on chauvinism. When he talks of past events in
which he thinks Russia has suffered injustice, his face as-
sumes an almost fanatical expression. Nevertheless, dis-
cussion with him is much easier and pleasanter than with
Izvolski, because he always observes form, remains master
of himself, and does not emphasize personal matters."75
Toward Germany Sazonov was favorably inclined per-
sonally. His grandmother was German and he had many
personal relations with Germany. When he talked with
Bethmann, he preferred to use German rather than French.
74Miililberg, German Ambassador in Eome, to Billow June 11, 1909*
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